
The Son who Gives Life: John 5-12 Christ Church 11th March 2018

Introduction to John 5-12: The Son who Gives Life 

Like Father, Like Son 

The Purpose of John’s Gospel 

John 20:30-31 (NIV) Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 
recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

Signs 

That you may believe 

Jesus is the Messiah (Christ) 

the Son of God 

That you may have life in his name 

The general pattern of signs in John 5-12 (eg. John 6) 

Jewish background / law / festival as context 
 

A physical ‘sign’  

 a misunderstanding or reaction 

 an explanation of who Jesus is / what he brings 

A  reaction 
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John Chapter 5 - an introduction and pattern for Chapters 5-11 

Some time later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for one of the Jewish festivals. 2 Now there is in Jerusalem 

near the Sheep Gate a pool, which in Aramaic is called Bethesda and which is surrounded by five covered 

colonnades. 3 Here a great number of disabled people used to lie—the blind, the lame, the paralyzed. [ 4 ] 

5 One who was there had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him lying there and 

learned that he had been in this condition for a long time, he asked him, “Do you want to get well?” 

7 “Sir,” the invalid replied, “I have no one to help me into the pool when the water is stirred. While I am 

trying to get in, someone else goes down ahead of me.” 

8 Then Jesus said to him, “Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.” 9 At once the man was cured; he picked 

up his mat and walked. 

The day on which this took place was a Sabbath, 10 and so the Jewish leaders said to the man who had 

been healed, “It is the Sabbath; the law forbids you to carry your mat.” 

11 But he replied, “The man who made me well said to me, ‘Pick up your mat and walk.’” 

12 So they asked him, “Who is this fellow who told you to pick it up and walk?” 

13 The man who was healed had no idea who it was, for Jesus had slipped away into the crowd that was 

there. 14 Later Jesus found him at the temple and said to him, “See, you are well again. Stop sinning or 

something worse may happen to you.” 15 The man went away and told the Jewish leaders that it was 

Jesus who had made him well. 

16 So, because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, the Jewish leaders began to persecute him. 

17 In his defense Jesus said to them, “My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I too am 

working.” 18 For this reason they tried all the more to kill him; not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but 

he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God. 

19 Jesus gave them this answer: “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only 

what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. 20 For the Father 

loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, and he will show him even greater works than these, so that 

you will be amazed. 21 For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life 

to whom he is pleased to give it. 22 Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to 

the Son, 23 that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son 

does not honor the Father, who sent him. 

24 “Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will 

not be judged but has crossed over from death to life. 25 Very truly I tell you, a time is coming and has 

now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live. 26 For as the 

Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself. 27 And he has given him 

authority to judge because he is the Son of Man. 

28 “Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice 29 

and come out—those who have done what is good will rise to live, and those who have done what is evil 

will rise to be condemned. 30 By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, 

for I seek not to please myself but him who sent me. 
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Chapter 5 introduces several consistent features of chapters 5-12: 

The Law, Moses and Jewish Festival as Background 

Confusion or Questioning about Jesus’ identity 

Rising Hostility to Jesus 

A comparison between worldly needs and eternal provision 

Jesus is the Son of God, One with the Father, who does all that the Father does 

- giving life 

- Judging  

Jewish background / law / festival as context 
 

A physical ‘sign’  

 a misunderstanding or reaction 

 an explanation of who Jesus is / what he brings 

A  reaction 
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The flow of thought in John 5-12 

Jesus is the only Son of God, who shares his Fathers authority to give life and to judge  ch.5 

Only Jesus can give eternal life, and he gives it to all who believe in him    ch. 6 

But his own didn’t believe: 

They didn’t see him clearly         ch. 7 

They didn’t see themselves clearly        ch. 8 

In fact, only Jesus can give sight to the blind      ch. 9 

And though the religious leaders didn’t believe,  
Jesus himself leads his people as the Good Shepherd     ch.10 

The Life the Son brings: The Son gives Resurrection Life      ch. 11 

The Judgement the Son brings: This Life comes through his Death to those who will believe  ch. 12 
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Term 2 at Christ Church: John 5-12 - The Son who gives Life 

* A note on John 7:53-8:11 

The earliest manuscripts we have of John’s gospel don’t include John 7:53-8:11 so it almost   
certainly wasn't a part of John’s original text. It’s a beautiful and memorable story, and embodies  
much of what Jesus was like, but because we don’t believe it was a part of the original text, we’re not 
going to preach through it. 

Little details like this should actually give us great confidence when we read our Bibles, that what we 
read is a faithful and accurate translation of what was originally written.  

When the King James Version was put together in 1611 they used the New Testament Manuscripts 
available to them, and these included this extra part of John. Since then we have dug up / gained access 
to tens of thousands of extra New Testament manuscripts, including some parts of John’s gospel from as 
early as 95 AD. When we analyse all the manuscripts available to us, it is astonishing how similar they all 
are. There are some small differences though, but we can roughly reconstruct where these differences 
arose and how they spread. When it comes to John 7:53-8:11, all the earliest manuscripts don’t include 
this part.  It was probably added later so we assume it wasn’t a part of the original. 

We can be very confident that the text we have before us is practically identical to what was originally 
written. One scholar compares it to an HD Television. There may be one pixel that we’re not sure of, but 
that doesn’t effect the clarity of what we see in it.  

passage title Big Idea

May 6 John 5 The Son of the Father
 The Son does the Work of the Father - to give Life 
and to Judge

May 13 John 6 The Son gives Lasting Life
 God provides for us eternally by giving us his Son, 
the Bread of Life

May 20 John 7 Seeing the Son clearly
 The promised Son comes from the Father and is 
returning to the Father, in his time, 

May 27 John 8:12-59* Seeing ourselves in the light of the 
Son


We are slaves to sin and the world until we find 
freedom in the Son from above

Jun 3 John 9 The Son who gives Sight
 Only the Son can give us true sight

Jun 10 John 10 The Son is the Good Shepherd
 The Son is the good, life-giving shepherd and his 
sheep will follow him 

Jun 17 John 11:1-54 The Son gives Life Beyond Death
 The Son gives life beyond death to all who believe

Jun 24 John 11:55- 
12:50

The Son brings Life through his 
Death


 The Son brings life through his death to all who 
believe but judgement to those who will not believe
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What to look out for in John 5-12 

How do we avoid repetition / the same application every time? 

Jesus is the Son of God, who gives life through his death to all who believe 

We shouldn’t tire of hearing this (20:31) 

We will avoid sounding the same if we pay attention to the narrative - let ourselves get drawn into 
the story. 

The misunderstandings, debates and opposition helps us to clarify what it means for Jesus to be 
the Son, clarify what ‘life’ is and clarifies what ‘belief’ is 

Jesus is the Son of God, doing what the Father does 

Working on the sabbath (5:9-18; 7:21-23) 

Judging (5:22, 27, 30; 8:16, 26; 9:39; 12:47-48) 

Raising the dead (5:21, 25-26, 28-29; 6:27, 35, 39-40, 50-51, 54-58; 10:28; 11:25-26) 

Jesus has and mediates eternal life (3:16, 36; 4:14, 53; 5:21-26; 6:33, 35, 44, 51-58, 68; 8:12, 10:10, 
17-18, 11:25; 14:6; 17:2-3) 

I AM statements 

I AM (6:20) 

I AM the bread of life (6:35, 48, 51) 

I AM the light of the world (8:12, 9:5) 

Before Abraham was, I AM (8:24, 28, 58) 

I AM the good shepherd (10:11, 14) / I AM the door of the sheep (10:7,9) 

I AM the resurrection and the life (11:25) 

I AM the way, the truth and the life (14:6) 

I AM the true vine (15:1) 

Growing confusion and opposition to Jesus 

Who is this? 

‘Milkshake Duck’  

Loved then rejected…. 

People rejected and opposed Jesus 

Because they would not listen to what he said or look to the works of the Father 

Because they were blind 

Because they were from the world 

Because they did not trust the Father 
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The nature of True Belief 

True belief 

Follows the signs - Listens to what the Son says and watches what his works say 

6:66-69 

7:51-52 

11:25-27 

Accepts the Son on his terms 

Looks beyond worldly provision to eternal provision in Christ himself 

6:27 

Obeys his commands 

Fears God more than people - so will acknowledge Jesus 

The necessity of Jesus’ Death 

We must eat the flesh and drink the blood of the bread of life (ch.6) 

Jesus has a ‘time’ that he has come for (ch.7) 

Jesus must go away so that the Spirit can come to us (ch. 7) 

They will see who Jesus is when he is ‘lifted up’ (8:28) 

The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep (ch.10) 

Giving Lazarus life is what finally pushes people to put him to Death (ch.11) 

Life only comes through Death / All of chapter 12 !! (ch.12) 
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The Father and the Son 

John 1:1-3 (NIV) In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He 
was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has 
been made. 

John 1:14 (NIV) The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory 
of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

John 1:18 (NIV) 18 No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest 
relationship with the Father, has made him known. 

John 3:16-18 (NIV) For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does 
not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only 
Son. 

John 3:35-36 (NIV) 35 The Father loves the Son and has placed everything in his hands. 36 Whoever believes 
in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on them. 

John 4:34 (NIV) 34 “My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work. 

John 5:16-30 (NIV) So, because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, the Jewish leaders began to 
persecute him. 17 In his defense Jesus said to them, “My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I 
too am working.” 18 For this reason they tried all the more to kill him; not only was he breaking the Sabbath, 
but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God. 
19 Jesus gave them this answer: “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what 
he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. 20 For the Father loves the 
Son and shows him all he does. Yes, and he will show him even greater works than these, so that you will be 
amazed. 21 For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is 
pleased to give it. 22 Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, 23 that 
all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the 
Father, who sent him. 
25 Very truly I tell you, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of 
God and those who hear will live. 26 For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to 
have life in himself. 27 And he has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man. 
30 By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I seek not to please myself 
but him who sent me. 

John 5:36-43 (NIV) I have testimony weightier than that of John. For the works that the Father has given me 
to finish—the very works that I am doing —testify that the Father has sent me. 37 And the Father who sent 
me has himself testified concerning me. You have never heard his voice nor seen his form, 38 nor does his 
word dwell in you, for you do not believe the one he sent. 

41 “I do not accept glory from human beings, 42 but I know you. I know that you do not have the love of God 
in your hearts. 43 I have come in my Father’s name, and you do not accept me; but if someone else comes in 
his own name, you will accept him.  

John 6:38-42 (NIV) For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent 
me. 39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all those he has given me, but raise 
them up at the last day. 40 For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him 
shall have eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day.” 
41 At this the Jews there began to grumble about him because he said, “I am the bread that came down from 
heaven.” 42 They said, “Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he 
now say, ‘I came down from heaven’?” 

John 6:46 (NIV) No one has seen the Father except the one who is from God; only he has seen the Father. 

John 8:19 (NIV) Then they asked him, “Where is your father?” 
“You do not know me or my Father,” Jesus replied. “If you knew me, you would know my Father also.” 

John 8:54-55 (NIV) Jesus replied, “If I glorify myself, my glory means nothing. My Father, whom you claim as 
your God, is the one who glorifies me. 55 Though you do not know him, I know him. If I said I did not, I would 
be a liar like you, but I do know him and obey his word. 

John 10:25-33 (NIV) Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The works I do in my Father’s 
name testify about me, 26 but you do not believe because you are not my sheep. 27 My sheep listen to my 
voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will 
snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch 
them out of my Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.” 
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31 Again his Jewish opponents picked up stones to stone him, 32 but Jesus said to them, “I have shown you 
many good works from the Father. For which of these do you stone me?” 
33 “We are not stoning you for any good work,” they replied, “but for blasphemy, because you, a mere man, 
claim to be God.” 

John 10:37-39 (NIV) Do not believe me unless I do the works of my Father. 38 But if I do them, even though 
you do not believe me, believe the works, that you may know and understand that the Father is in me, and I 
in the Father.” 

John 11:4 (NIV) When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory so 
that God’s Son may be glorified through it.” 

John 11:41-42 (NIV) So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you 
have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, 
that they may believe that you sent me.” 

John 12:27-28 (NIV) 27 “Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it 
was for this very reason I came to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your name!” 
Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and will glorify it again.” 

John 12:44-46 (NIV) 44 Then Jesus cried out, “Whoever believes in me does not believe in me only, but in 
the one who sent me. 45 The one who looks at me is seeing the one who sent me. 46 I have come into the 
world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in darkness. 

The relationship between the Son and the Father 

Our salvation is secured in the unbreakable bond of Father and Son 

All the references to election / predestination / perseverance are a subset of the Son’s 
relationship with the Father 

6:37-40 

10:27-30 



The Son who Gives Life: John 5-12 Christ Church 11th March 2018

How does this help us to live the Christian Life? 

As we get to know WHO we follow, we better know WHY we are following and HOW to follow 

As we see Jesus for who he is, as the Son who gives Life, we will see: 

Why he is our only possible saviour 

That our future is settled 

That our salvation is secure 

That suffering is something we share with him 

That the life he gives is substantial


